
 
 

KET Candidate Invitation Criteria 
2023 Primary Elections for Governor 

 
KET may cover the 2023 campaign for Governor on its public affairs programs based on its good faith journalistic 
judgment as to what will best serve the interests of its viewers. If, as part of its coverage, KET determines to host a 
Kentucky Tonight and/or Connections program or programs where candidates in primary races for Governor are invited 
to participate, candidates will be invited to participate if they satisfy all of the following criteria: 
 

1. The candidate has qualified for a place on the primary election ballot as determined by the Kentucky 
Secretary of State. 
 

2. By April 18, 2023, the candidate has a publicly accessible website or social media account related to the 
campaign that contains public policy statements.   
 

3. The candidate has reported monetary contributions of at least one-hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), or 
reported expenditures of at least one-hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), for the current election as 
documented on the “30 Day Pre-Primary Report” filed with the Kentucky Registry of Election Finance.  KET 
will determine satisfaction of this criterion using the following: 
a. To determine monetary contributions, KET will add the amounts listed under the “campaign total” 

column for (a) total cash contributions, (b) total anonymous contributions, (c) total unitemized 
contributions, (d) itemized contributions, (e) political action committee (PAC) contributions, (f) executive 
committee contributions, and (g) caucus campaign committee contributions.  KET will not consider 
amounts listed on the line item “other receipts.” 

b. To determine expenditures, KET will use the number reported as “expenditures” under the “campaign 
total” column. 
 

To satisfy this criterion, at least one of these two amounts, by itself, must be $100,000 or more. This 
criterion cannot be satisfied by adding the two amounts together. KET will not extend any invitations based 
upon any “30 Day Pre-Primary Report” filed or amended after the April 18, 2023 filing deadline. 

 
KET reserves the right to disregard any contributions and/or expenditures that KET determines to have been 
improperly listed on a candidate’s “30 Day Pre-Primary Report.”  Moreover, for the sake of clarity, KET will 
not consider unforgiven loans by a candidate to his or her campaign as counting towards the $100,000 in 
monetary contributions.  KET will not consider in-kind contributions as counting towards the $100,000 in 
monetary contributions.  KET will not consider the repayment of loans as counting towards the $100,000 in 
expenditures.  KET will also not consider a contribution that has been refunded to a donor as counting 
towards the $100,000 in monetary contributions, and it will not consider the refund as counting towards the 
$100,000 in expenditures. 

 
Invitations to Kentucky Tonight and Connections are contingent upon satisfaction of these criteria.  If KET discovers what 
appears to be false or inaccurate information on the candidate’s “30 Day Pre-Primary Report,” KET reserves the right to 
refuse to invite the candidate in this current election cycle or future election cycles, to rescind any invitation already 
made, and/or to report the matter to the Kentucky Registry of Election Finance. 
 
Notwithstanding its having invited a candidate or candidates to appear, KET reserves the right not to cover particular 
political races and the right to cancel any scheduled program. 
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