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Renee Shaw: Governor Bevin thank you so much for your time. We know you're very busy so 
we appreciate you stopping by for a few minutes.  
 
Gov. Matt Bevin: Happy to do it, and happy new year,  
 
Shaw: Happy birthday to you, sir.  
 
Bevin: I appreciate that. 
 
Shaw: I hope you had an eventful birthday today. 
 
Gov. Bevin: It has been. Started with a very large cake that was consumed by all sorts of folks 
including people who have been stopping by the, the office, and we've been unloading the last 
of it, so if you haven't had birthday cake yet there might still be some there.  
 
Shaw: Birthday cake is always good.  
 
Gov. Bevin: It is. 
 
Shaw: So thank you for the invitation. It's been an eventful couple of days here in Frankfort—
week or so—since we've been back. Yesterday, you I'm sure saw the action and read the 
pieces to follow about Representative Jeff Hoover officially resigning his post as speaker. Your 
response to that action?  
 
Gov. Bevin: I have not seen it in its entirety. I have seen snippets of it that have been put out 
by various folks that have covered it. I think it's what he said he would do, and so I'm glad that 
he followed through on that. I think so too are many of his colleagues, because it has just a 
move removed to the uncertainty from the room in in allowed people to just get on about 
their business. And so what I generally hear from folks is that they're ready to get on about 
the business they were sent here to do.  
 
Shaw: On the House floor, Rep. Hoover offered some pretty scathing criticism of several folks, 
and yourself included. And he had said that there had been untruths—that’s how I’ll 
characterize it—that perhaps had been spread by others, and perhaps yourself included, and 
he called them, “lies from the deepest pits of hell.” Your relationship with Representative Jeff 
Hoover is what? 
 
Gov. Bevin: It's always been great this is why I don't not sure really where all this comes from. I 
mean, sometimes this what is what happens. I've, you know, spending too much time on this 
doesn't add any value. I don't know where his head is as it relates to this but playing the victim 
in this is not working. The result of his behavior and his actions is what has led us to this point, 
and so the actions that he has taken over the past months and years that led to the reaction of 



others, and then ultimately the action that he took yesterday has been as a result of decisions 
that he made personally. What lies there are when people talk about the fact that—I've said it, 
I said it the other night at the at the Chamber of event I've said it previously that there's a 
certain level of expectation of those in this town by the people who send us here, whether it's 
fair or not, people expect a higher level of moral authority. They expect a higher level of 
integrity. They expect a better sense of judgment.  
 
Is it fair to expect that of other people? Because we're all normal people who come here with 
our own flaws and faults who come to this town to do what we can on behalf of the people. 
Fairly or otherwise, it's what people expect of us. And so what I've always said and what I 
continue to believe is that because we are expected to hold a higher standard for ourselves, 
that we should in fact do that. Otherwise we undermine people's confidence in us as 
individuals, in the legislative and executive process, the deliberative process of passing 
legislation. We've got to hold ourselves to a standard so that we become better versions of 
ourselves in not live down to people's stereotypical or cynical thoughts about what people in 
politics are like.  
 
Shaw: Do you think Representative Hoover went far enough? At one time in November you 
had called for those who were involved in this kind of misconduct to remove themselves from 
their respective legislative bodies, not just as leaders but as members. Do you think he should 
resign altogether from the membership of the Kentucky House of Representatives? 
 
Gov. Bevin: I have I have not changed my position from the beginning and reiterating it time 
and again serves no value. The voters ultimately decide. There is a process whereby people 
are sent to this town or not sent to this town and 2018 is going to be a year where people 
have that opportunity.  
 
The thing that's interesting, you ask at the beginning about the relationship. There is not a 
single piece of legislation that I'm aware of, that I've ever advocated for, spoken before a 
committee on, been a supporter of that he was not a supporter of. Not one. Every single thing 
that I've ever wanted since I've been in this town for the last two years, he has voted for.  
 
Shaw: Well and last session is proof that: Seven bills in four days. 
 
Gov. Bevin: Well, and what he did as leader during that year was phenomenal. I mean he 
stepped into a gap where a lot of people tried to trip him up, tried to use lots of procedural 
rules and trickery to try to make him stumble and look bad, and he very masterfully legislated 
through that process in deserves much credit for that. And that's what I have always given 
him. But at the same time he now feels as a result of decisions that he made that people are 
somehow out to get him. It’s a shame that we have found ourselves in this position. But there 
are, when there are actions there are reactions to that and that's where we are. But I know 
that many that I've spoken to in the legislature are just hoping… As one legislator that I walked 
across the street with when I was coming over to speak with you, that hopefully we can now 
just get this behind us and move forward. I hope that is the case  



 
Shaw: And to that point Speaker Hoover—former Speaker Hoover—said yesterday that he 
hoped that this would remove him as a distraction. Do you think that action—and there was 
some action today—that was taken on the House floor is the distraction over? 
 
Gov. Bevin: I have no idea we'll find out, won’t we? Stay tuned, because here is the thing. 
There'll be, each day for each of the next numbers of weeks during the weekdays at least, 
there will be plenty of action happening on both House and Senate floors, and what does or 
doesn't serve as a distraction, what does or doesn't get elevated, what does or does not move 
forward legislatively will be determined by the actions of those men and women who came 
here to do the people's work. I know they want to do the work. I trust they will do the work 
and I'm here to support them as best I can in getting that work done.  
 
Shaw: Are you confident in the House Republican leadership as the lineup now remains? 
 
Gov. Bevin: I was, I was confident in it for the last two years. I really was. Both when we were 
the minority in the House and the majority in the House. I mean they were, really, you will 
never find one example ever in the last two years where I’ve ever had anything but absolute 
public and private support for every single person in leadership. That continues to this day. I 
think they're doing what they need to do to get their house in order, to structure the 
leadership so that they can to continue to move forward, and I encourage them to do it with a 
sense of conviction and purpose. David Osborne is terrific. He's stepped right up and is doing I 
think a stellar job in light of the circumstances, and them being able to lead and others being 
able to do their job is exactly what the people of Kentucky are begging and waiting for.  
 
Shaw: So the word that there has been some friction between some House Republicans on the 
first floor Governor's office. Is that true or false? 
 
Gov. Bevin: There's none that I'm aware of. I mean literally my door is open to any and all of 
these folks. Here's the thing that's interesting. Our people and you've covered this town for a 
while there is, I don't. Somebody once told me, they said, wait till—this was when we were 
divided House and Senate when I was first elected, and it was some, it was a governor from 
another state. He said, you think the you want to united the House and Senate. He said, just 
wait till you get that. He said, you'll find more trouble in your caucus when that happens 
because then you won't have the other side to be battling with.  
 
People will battle with one another, it's human nature. It isn't just, it's not unique to 
Republicans. It's not unique to Democrats. It's humans, being human, and so at any point in 
time there’s, somebody who's got themselves in the twist with somebody else perhaps. But 
personally, I mean I just spent of fair bit of time a few moments ago with Jody Richards, who is 
going to be retiring, he just said, after 43 years in this town. I was telling—I think I was in 
second grade when he came to Frankfort. But you think about this. I mean there are people 
like that who, ideologically are very different. He came by my office. We were visiting. My 
office is open to anyone, Republican or Democrat, and I have a good personal relationship 



with most, and a professional relationship with most. And some, there are some with whom I 
have no relationship really. I don't have occasion to see them.  
 
Shaw: Well let's talk about some issues. Lots of issues. Pension, one of those issues that has 
proven to be a little bit of a wedge between Republicans, Democrats, a lot of people have a lot 
of different opinions. A lot of stakeholders, a lot of advocacy and interest groups who are very 
interested in this issue. Where is the pension effort now as you understand it? 
 
Gov. Bevin: It's where it has been: Needing to be resolved, and it will be. I mean, this is a 
session in which it’ll get done. As is, all of the insanity began to unfold last fall, it made it 
increasingly difficult to get people to focus on this, which is what would have been needed in a 
special session, which is what has punted this into this session. But it is the punting that has 
happened for decades that has ultimately led to this. This legislature gets it. This House 
leadership, those in the House and those in the Senate, Robert Stivers and that team, they've 
gotten it for a long time. They've tried for years to move this process forward, so between the 
current House and Senate leaderships, I'm confident that this will get addressed. Now that we 
can get people’s eye on the ball, pension reform must come.  
 
The greatest irony to me, Renee, is the fact that the people who don't want to make changes 
are the ones affected by this. If the system fails, they will be the ones who don't have checks 
coming. Those who are the beneficiaries, those who want a check to come, or are related to 
somebody who does, or are working in hope that someday, when they retire, that they would 
get a benefit from the state. They want pension reform. They may not think they do. They may 
have been told that they don't. But they want pension reform, otherwise the checks will stop 
coming. So pension reform will get done because this legislature understands what's at stake.  
 
Shaw: And you faced your critics or answered your critics at the Kentucky Chamber dinner on 
Thursday of last week when some who say that you can make this work without significant 
structural changes, i.e. not moving to a defined contribution system. And you retorted that 
with an analogy about walking into a store and leaving without paying. And so if you will 
restate that position for our viewers who may not have heard you say that at the Kentucky 
Chamber dinner.  
 
Gov. Bevin: I mean, the point I've made is this: This comes at a cost. I mean the cost in this 
budget in into the foreseeable future is going to be no less than 20-plus percent of the entire 
state budget is going to go to paying for a pension benefit for a single digit number of 
Kentuckians. So there's a single digit number of Kentuckians who either are retired or are 
working toward retirement from state government. And yet 20-plus percent of the budget is 
going toward paying that. Increasingly, some people are getting frustrated with that growing 
cost, and now that we've put forward a—we're about to put forward a budget that will 
actually fund the pension. And we do have, as a reminder, the worst funded pension system in 
the United States of America. The worst funded of any—the most underfunded of any of the 
fifty states.  
 



Shaw: Worse than Illinois.  
 
Gov. Bevin: Worse than Illinois. Worse than New Jersey. Their numbers, New Jersey is 49th, 
and Illinois is 48th.  
 
But the reality is this we have this huge obligation. Sixty-plus billion. No matter how you slice 
it, if you use the current statutorily required metrics it's sixty-plus billion. I think the truer 
numbers probably more like eighty-plus billion. Either way, it's a big number, and the fact is 
we've got to pay for it. So there are some saying, well, with his pension bill's going to cost the 
state more money we should leave it alone. Of course it will, because when you pay for things 
it costs. It would be the analogy I gave: If you walk into a store and walk out with a loaf of 
bread without paying, it costs less than if you go to the register and actually pay for the loaf of 
bread. But we in Kentucky have an obligation legally and morally to pay our bills. One of those 
is this pension bill and all the people of Kentucky, whether they're a beneficiary or not, 
whether they like it or not, whether they were part of the punting process in past years or not, 
are still responsible for paying for it, and so we've got to pay for it. 
 
Shaw: Are you going to present a budget on Tuesday, January 16 that reflects pension reform 
and one that doesn't? 
 
Gov. Bevin: No, No. I mean it's going to pay for the cost of the pension. Absolutely. And that's 
in this legislate— it’s important for people to understand, the only constitutionally required 
obligation of this legislature during this year’s session is to pass a budget. That's it. Everything 
else is extra. So while there are many other things that need to be done and many good bills 
that are going to be brought forward, I'm assuming based on the numbers that have been pre- 
filed, nonetheless all of those are tangential to, peripheral to, or secondary to the passing of a 
budget. Which is why on the tenth legislative day I need to present a budget which I will. Then 
this legislature House and Senate will take it up and between them decide how and what they 
believe this bill should look like. But we are required by law to pass a balanced budget during 
this session. That is the only constitutional responsibility demanded of us during this session, 
so we will get it done.  
 
Part of what I'm going to put in my budget is the paying of this pension obligation. That's 
another reason, honestly, Renee, I find it fascinating that so many people that are upset and 
worried about their pension and are angry at me for bringing this up. I am the only governor 
that any of them have ever lived under, any of them, who has funded, every single time, the 
obligation that we have to their pension and yet I'm the guy that many of them want to be 
angry at. It's a function of being the messenger, and while it's unfortunate that some people 
are so misinformed, nonetheless we're still going to fund it because we are obligated to do it.  
 
Shaw: When you make your address on January 16th, that is a combination of the 
Commonwealth Address and the Budget Address, so your priority is legislatively your policy 
along with the budget. The budget is a reflection of priorities, so aside from the pension, what 
else would be your priorities that you may present on that date? 



 
Gov. Bevin: The role of government is, is fairly straightforward. It's to take care of protecting 
the people, take taking care of the most vulnerable, providing education and infrastructure. 
These are the things that are the role of government. And so my focus is going to be on 
making sure that we prioritize those and not others. We have any number of pieces of red 
tape. I mean I wear this pin as a reminder to people that we need to cut out all the extraneous 
things that are not the role of government or the primary role of government or that come at 
the expense of the things that are the primary role of government.  
 
Shaw: What would be an example of what's NOT the role of government in your view?  
 
Gov. Bevin: Pick almost any government program. I mean we, if I name some then people will 
start to immediately feel beset upon and picked on. I have in the past tried to pick, you know, 
certain areas, and you can find three people who are in that area that feel offended. Here's 
what I will say. If it's not related to public protection, caring for the vulnerable, educating, 
providing the ability to move goods and services and people to market, then that's not the 
primary role of government. Those are the primary role of government. Everything else is 
extraneous. Some of it should be done and could be done by government, perhaps. Some of it 
could and should be privatized. These are the things that we have to wrestle. 
 
So my budget is going to encourage some of our cabinet level officials and people throughout 
government to look not at just cutting everybody by X percent and doing everything 
uniformly, but look [for] where can we remove entire sections of government where the 
government is not the most effective and efficient entity for delivering a particular service to 
the people. I had the same conversation with the university presidents and board members 
when I met with all of them a few months back, and I encouraged them to do the same thing 
within their universities. Find entire departments, entire forms of curriculum, entire facets of 
their budget that they could eliminate in their entirety where they're not value added to their 
core mission.  
 
Shaw: So performance-based or outcome-based funding is not just a higher education concept 
but something that can be applied across the board of agencies? 
 
Gov. Bevin: Absolutely. Absolutely, and taxpayers should expect nothing less. I mean, all the 
money, everything we want, and this town is crawling right now with people that are here to 
advocate for a little bit of the government's money. But whose is the government's money? 
Where does it come from? It comes from you, comes from me, comes from those that are 
filming this. It comes from those that are watching this. It comes from taxpayers. The 
taxpayers pay for everything. So our job as elected officials is to be good stewards of the 
taxpayers' money. How can we best be a steward of the money that comes here? Because it's 
limited. It's finite. There's only so much of it. How can we get the best return on the 
investment of those tax dollars to make sure people are protected, cared for, educated, and 
live safely, and that we take care of the most vulnerable members of our population.  
 



Shaw: You mentioned education is one of those main priorities and there's lots of concern 
among education groups, the alphabet soup of education groups, and educators themselves 
about funding for, the base funding formula for K through 12, that that could be one of those 
sacred cows that is that is turned into hamburger when it comes to budget cuts, to paraphrase 
a metaphor used last year or year before last. What's the possibility or probability that SEEK 
funding for Kentucky's K. through twelve schools is in jeopardy. 
 
Gov. Bevin: It's not in jeopardy. In fact, it's interesting. I'm the—never in the history of 
Kentucky has more money been spent per pupil than under my administration. Again, you 
would not know that based on all the hysteria and all of the headlines that would lead you to 
believe the contrary. We spend more money now per pupil for K through 12 education, which 
is the SEEK funding that you're referring to, than we have ever spent on a pupil in the history 
of Kentucky. And we’ve done that for the last three years. 
 
Shaw: And your commitment to that remains strong? 
 
Gov. Bevin: People will see in this budget. Here's the thing that people have to understand. 
And I've said this. We look at where we are today as a state. Where is Kentucky today? Where 
do we aspire to be? Where would we hope to be as a state relative not only to ourselves but 
relative to states around us? How do we become the best version ourselves? How do we 
improve? How do we move from here to somewhere else?  
 
The two things that are going to most determine how we move positively, constructively 
forward from where we are to somewhere else are two things: education and infrastructure. 
That's it. I mean literally there are no two other single factors that will more determine our 
future than our investment in education and infrastructure. But what comes at the expense of 
that? The pension crisis. Our tax structure that's antiquated and outdated. Our indiscriminate 
use of monies on other programs that maybe are not the primary focus of government or 
should not be. Every dollar we spent or every dollar we spend on any of those other things 
comes at the expense of education, infrastructure, law enforcement, and taking care of the 
most vulnerable among us. There's only so much money. We can't print it. We can't invent it. 
We can't borrow it because we don't have the credit rating. 
 
People don't trust—we have one of the worst credit ratings of any state in America. The cost 
of borrowing is too high for us, even if people would lend it to us. So we've got to get it from 
the taxpayers and then we've got to be smart about how we spend it.  
 
Shaw: Many have said, and mostly Democrats have said that in order to really tackle the 
pension crisis that tax reform should be evaluated first, that restructuring the Kentucky tax 
code should be the first step. But that does not seem to be the way that the course of action 
will go this time around. What are your thoughts about the prospect for tax reform during the 
regular session and the remaining fifty-something days?  
 



Gov. Bevin: It's very possible. But let me address why it is. I mean there are always some who 
say, there's a hole, let's fill it in. Let's just pick up shovels and start throwing dirt in there till 
the hole is filled up. I am of the mindset, I want to know how deep the hole is before I just 
start shoveling. For all I know, it's a bottomless hole. For all I know, there's a river at the 
bottom that's taken everything I throw in and washing it out to sea. That's the point in having 
pension reform and a budget ahead of us before we worry about tax reform.  
 
And tax reform means different things to different people, and so it gets back to your question 
of when and how will this get done. To some it means cutting taxes. To others it means raising 
taxes.  
 
Shaw: What does it mean to you, Governor? 
 
Gov. Bevin: It's a combination of all the above. It's going back to the sacred cows. It's saying 
where are we? Again, there's a cost to everything we want. We want good roads. They cost 
money. We want good schools. They cost money. We want safe communities. They cost 
money. Everything we want costs money. Where does the money come from? The money 
comes from taxpayers. So how do we get more taxpayers paying more money so that we have 
enough to pay for the things that we need at a minimum and for as many of the things that we 
want as the people will ask for? That's the fine balance. So what does it mean to me? It means 
finding that balance between what we need and must have and those things that we would 
like to have.  
 
There are always some who want a little more of someone else's money, for whom tax reform 
is always a little more of that guy's money in my pocket. But there are others for whom it 
means very different things. I'm of the mindset, let's cover the things we must pay for, and 
then let's cover as many of the things we'd like to pay for, as the people will stand for. That's 
essentially the balancing act of taxes. So we've got to have a firm understanding of our 
pension obligation cost, a firm sense of what our budget looks like for the next two years, and 
then what is the cost of filling that budget and that pension obligation. What's the cost to 
actually pay for these things? That's when we need to say, OK, how much revenue do we 
need? How much tax revenue do we need? That's why you do the taxes last then you figure 
out how much you actually need to address the problems you have.  
 
Shaw: So the tax reform—or tax effort I'll say, because reform means different things to 
different people—would come after the budget is crafted. 
 
Gov. Bevin: Oh, absolutely, but it could happen in the session. It could start as part of the 
process during this session. But what I have seen and what I'm guessing you have seen is that 
there's only so much bandwidth for really hard decisions that any legislature in any state 
anywhere in America or in Washington for that matter can handle. You know elected bodies 
are deliberative in nature. They tend to want to study things and they will sometimes wear 
them almost out. And that's good. The people should have their voices heard. We've seen that 
happening with the pension issue, but it's why I'm confident it will get done. That pension bill 



will be passed, and we will be able to start to move forward, because it has been vetted and 
vetted and vetted since I brought it up a year ago and since I ran on it. Then the budget, which 
is the focus of this session, will have to get done, because we're required by law to have one 
and so we will. And whether that leaves any bandwidth left for the taxes remains to be seen. 
It's possible but if not in this session then we'll have a special session for that.  
 
Shaw: And just to revisit your budget priorities, just from my understanding, you may not, on 
the night of your address, actually propose specific level of budget cuts that night. It could be 
as you noted earlier, that it's cabinet heads going back so the agencies that they are over and 
coming up with a plan that may eliminate certain services and departments. Did I misinterpret 
that? 
 
Gov. Bevin: No, that is true enough. Again, I believe you have to delegate authority to people. 
If you have a cabinet level official who's responsible for the budget in their cabinet trust them 
with the judgment to figure out if we need to come up with X amount of money, you decide, 
rather than cut everybody by, you know, three point two percent or thirteen point eight 
percent or pick a number, doesn't matter, or any number you would want to cut. Rather than 
cut everybody the same, look for entire areas that could be removed, causing the cost to go 
from this to something less than this, I mean that's using judgment. I believe in being hands-
off as much as possible, hands-on as much as necessary. In this budget, I will be hands-on. I 
will lay down some very clear guidance, but I will also leave a fair amount of latitude to people 
to be able to come up with how they would find solutions.  
 
But I'm going to focus the money, even though we don't seemingly have enough of it, and we 
don't—I’m going to focus on taking care of the most vulnerable people in our population and 
that's the goal I have.  
 
Shaw: And who do you define as the most vulnerable people? 
 
Gov. Bevin: Among others, are the people that are infirmed, people that are handicapped, 
people that are debilitated in some way physically or intellectually. Children. Children who 
through no fault of their own are in homes that no one of us would ever want anybody to 
be—let alone a child. I mean, people who are, I mean we have people that are overburdened 
with an abundance of caseloads. They could be Commonwealth attorneys, they could be social 
workers, they could be, you could pick a category. We have a lot of people.  
 
Another thing that has been done since I was elected, people hadn't been given pay raises in 
this state in ten, fifteen years with rare exception. Our highway workers hadn't seen pay raises 
in more than a decade. We've given significant raises to people in our transportation cabinet 
since I was elected. Just in the last two years. To our social workers, to our people who are in 
law enforcement, to those who are in our prisons, who are our prison control folks and 
guards. All these people have gotten pay raises and we've done that even though we've been 
having to cut our budgets. We've invested back in the human capital because that's what 
government should do. Government should invest in the things that only government can do, 



and if the private sector can do something, let the private sector do it. But if only government 
can take care of certain things, then that's what government should do.  
 
In one of the things that we have an obligation to is taking care of the children in this state. 
We have a burgeoning number of children in foster care. It's a direct result of the drug 
problem, no question, but we've got to address it. We can't just wish it away. We can't just 
hope it away. We've got a truly take action and make some strides and you'll see that 
reflected in this budget.  
 
Shaw: I'm taking a lot of your time, and you just tell me when you need to leave and we 
certainly understand. But I do want to ask you a little bit about a couple of other issues that 
were raised at the Kentucky Chamber. Tort reform, which will, when we look at S.B. 2, is not 
just limited to, my understanding, medical malpractice or medical liability, that is addressing 
the entire legal liability climate in Kentucky. 
 
Gov. Bevin: Sure 
 
Shaw: That seems to be a little bit broader than perhaps many were expecting, that maybe 
medical malpractice was the next step after the medical review panels. Explain your rationale 
for why you think this is the best approach at this time.  
 
Gov. Bevin: Again, there are several iterations of what tort reform looks like, and there are 
different versions of these bills. There is Senate Bill two coming from the Senate that you 
referenced. There are House bills as well. They'll meet in the middle and there will still be 
other iterations of amendments will be filed. Who knows what the final bill will look like. But 
there is, without question, certain folks who want to see reform made in the medical 
community, as you said, and that will come in the form of things like peer review and things of 
this sort which may or may not be part of an omnibus tort reform bill. Maybe it's done 
separately or maybe it's part of a broader bill.  
 
But then there are also people in the manufacturing world, people in the retail world. I talked 
to a person whose name you would know, I won't mention it in fairness to them, who owns, 
you know, hundreds of retail establishments of restaurants. And this individual said, literally, 
we have video, I can watch on video, a person come and buy like a small item, and then they'll 
leave the store. They'll look around, you know, throw themselves down on the ground like 
they slipped. Get up, realized maybe it didn't look bad enough and redo it. There was stage a 
thing and then they'll come back in and say how they had this accident and he said we can see 
the whole thing on video. He said in those ones that are that obvious are easily dismissed. He 
said, but the fact that I have to spend time and money and resources against people who are 
just intentionally trying to bring frivolous lawsuits is crazy. It makes it difficult to employ 
people. It makes it difficult to not use those monies now to spend on other things: giving 
people pay raises, opening new establishments, hiring more people, whatever the case might 
be.  
 



We can't be so user-friendly for trial lawyers. There's good trial lawyers. There are, some of 
them are representatives and senators in this state. This isn't about them as individuals or 
about the profession, but Kentucky should not be a richer fishing grounds than other states. It 
should not be a given that in Kentucky you make—  
 
And let me ask you this. When it comes to punitive damages, for example, punitive damages 
are meant to make someone whole, to the extent that money is even possible to do it, for 
their personal pain and suffering, for example. It's not for liability, it's literally for the punitive 
something that they have done, that they've received some suffering. Why should attorneys 
share in that, you know, in that settlement. If it's intended for the individual, why do we have 
an environment which the attorneys are incented to jack that up so they can get a piece of it? 
I know they have to get paid. Let them be paid to take the case then be paid by the hour, 
whatever their hourly wage is.  
 
Again, the exact methodology, other states have done this, they've done it to varying degrees. 
States like Indiana have made a profound impact as relates to the medical field. Look how 
many children from Louisville are actually born over across the river now because the cost of 
being an OB-GYN in Kentucky is so prohibitive. Look at that one fact alone, look at the cost of 
being an OB-GYN in Kentucky versus any other state in America. Look at the cost of insurance, 
not only for a brand new doctor, obstetrician, but for someone who's been practicing for ten, 
twenty, thirty years. Why should it be so much more prohibitive to cost the price of a 
premium for an insurance policy here in Kentucky? We've got to have tort reform so that 
Kentucky is a better place for people to practice medicine, to be employers, and to create 
opportunity for other people. 
 
Shaw: An issue that may not be so controversial: workplace essential skills, or life skills. I'm not 
sure of the terminology. The bill is called, when Jonathan Shell filed it last year, it was called 
Essential Skills for the workplace. For people who are wondering what exactly does that mean, 
what does that mean to you and why is it necessary to pass legislation for essential workplace 
skills? 
 
Gov. Bevin: It just focuses attention on things that are needed. In the 21st century, jobs are 
different than they were. It's interesting, since the recession that we had after the, you know, 
the financial meltdown in ’08, ‘09, since that time through the end of this past year there were 
11.6 million jobs created. 11.6 million jobs created. That was actually through the end of 2015, 
so from like 2010 through 2015, 11.6 million jobs. 11.5 million of them require some form of 
post-secondary or post high school education. So if we know that almost every job created—
11.5 out of 11.6 million—and that number is only increasing. If we know that they require 
something after high school, we've got to start to get ready to train people for that 21st 
century workforce. And all this is is saying that we as a legislature want to focus our resources, 
our limited tax dollars and our attention on making sure that men and women are prepared 
for jobs that exist in the 21st century. That they don't have a lot of the remedial training. That 
we're not missing this opportunity while we spend billions of dollars. 
 



Forty-five percent of our state budget goes into K through 12 education. Ten percent goes into 
post-secondary education, so 55 percent of Kentucky's budget is already being spent on 
education. It's interesting, everybody worries about cuts to education, we're not spending 
enough on education. It's 55 cents out of every dollar in Kentucky is being spent on education 
right now. Where can we spend it wisely so that the people who are coming out with that 
education can actually be employed? That's what this is about, and that's what this legislation 
seeks to focus the resources on incentivizing the right types of courses and the right kind of 
training and the right kind of incentives for people to learn.  
 
Shaw: Can you envision now what the next step in the opioid addiction combat is. You know 
we've had House Bill 333 that passed, the three-day limit on certain high powered narcotics. 
And that was just in July when that went into effect, so who knows if that's really working? 
And we’ll know about those overdose deaths. It seems that the numbers are unfortunately 
going in the wrong direction.  
 
Gov. Bevin: They are. 
 
Shaw: So what is missing and Kentucky's public policy to reverse course? 
 
Gov. Bevin: It will take time for that to take effect. No other state in America has a three-day 
limitation on opioid prescriptions. It will take time. It's been just a matter of months since it 
went into effect, but we know this: The average person who becomes addicted to opioids 
becomes addicted after five days of use of a narcotic that was prescribed to them by a well-
meaning doctor. Five days is the average person. We also know that 86 percent of people that 
are addicted to heroin or fentanyl or carfentanil started with an addiction to, and an abuse of 
a prescription medication. So with, we also know that last year in Kentucky there were more 
than 350 million pills prescribed to four and a half million people. Seventy-nine opioid pills for 
every man, woman, and child in Kentucky. It's ludicrous to think that there's not a correlation 
between a highly addictive narcotic being prevalent and people becoming addicted. We know 
it for a fact, so these things that are being done will take time.  
 
We also need to invest more money in opioid treatment, in diverting not so much monies to 
treat people after they're addicted. How do we intercede with that pregnant mother who may 
be addicted to drugs and is now creating an addict out of her child who is yet to be born? How 
do we intercede at the front end with a family that’s struggling where somebody has lost a job 
and their hope is been robbed of them and the dignity that comes from providing for their 
family causes them to feel that they need to turn to something like drugs? How do we as a 
state, this goes back to where should we focus? That's where we should focus. That's where 
taxpayer money should be spent: helping to intercede at the front end rather than trying to fix 
a problem at the back end, because there's not enough money at the bottom of the funnel to 
fix the problem. We have to close the top of that funnel off. That's what we're focusing on.  
 
Shaw: Well thank you Governor for your time. I hope we get another opportunity to talk to 
you about criminal justice 2.0, as I'm calling it. I know there's some criminal justice reform 



efforts that address female incarceration and other crimes, and so I hope we get a chance to 
discuss that with you. And also foster care and adoption, which I know is very personally close 
to you, and there's some legislation that we might be seeing this session as well. 
 
Gov. Bevin: You will.  
 
Shaw: So I hope we get another chance to speak with you. I appreciate your time today. 
 
Gov. Bevin: You’re very welcome. I will say one thing only as it relates to criminal justice 
reform.  
 
Shaw: Yes, sir.  
 
Gov. Bevin: Kentucky is leading the nation on that front and Secretary Tilley in that cabinet, so 
many others as well, including Education Workforce Development under Secretary Heiner, 
Secretary Ramsey and Labor, all these things working together in ways that we never have 
before. There are changes coming, and Kentucky is a model now increasingly in this nation for 
that, and we will be in foster care and adoption as well. Good things are happening, and I do 
look forward to sitting down and talking about those. 
 
Shaw: Thank you Governor, and happy birthday once again.  
 
Gov. Bevin: Thank you very much. 


