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Chair recognizes the gentleman from Russell 83  

Thank You Mr. Speaker. 

I’d like to communicate with the members and Mr. Speaker, if you would allow me I would 

like to do that at the desk of the lady from Clark.  Yes sir. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Ladies and gentlemen I wanted to share this afternoon a few thoughts as 

obviously there's no question about what's been going on in the last two-and-a-half months or so. I've 

served 21 years in this body. Last week began my 22nd year. This legislative body is extremely important 

to me.  This institution of the General Assembly is important to me. I'm concerned quite honestly that 

self-interest and political opportunity for some becomes more important than the institution.  

 

I have a family history. Mr. Speaker, as you know both my mother and father were elected to serve in this 

body. It was a lifelong dream of my father to be state representative. The first time he ran in 1971, I was 

an 11-year-old boy who got to travel to McQuarrie and Wayne and Clinton and Cumberland and Russell 

counties campaigning as an 11-year-old with him. He was running against a 14-year incumbent. He lost 

by 29 votes. 

 

And the next year the General Assembly came into session, Mr. Speaker, and our home county of Russell 

County was divided into three different legislative districts so that my father could not effectively run 

again. So I got introduced early on to the hardcore politics and redistricting as well. 

 

Mr. Speaker I have never wanted to be a distraction for this body; this body is too important as an 

institution and Mr Speaker I know your comments last Thursday at the Kentucky Chamber that we had 

sullied the reputation of this body and I can assure you, Mr. Speaker, that's the last thing that Jeff Hoover 

wants to do. 

 

On Sunday, November the 5th, after the governor had called on myself and three other legislators who are 

here today to resign, I thought the best decision for me, for my family, and for this institution which 

is like family to me, was for me to offer to resign. I knew that the governor was already calling members 

of this body encouraging you to join him in asking for a resignation.  I knew if I did not resign that would 

continue and it would just cause more pressure, more discomfort for every member on this 

floor, particularly those in the majority party, and I did not want that. 

 

Almost immediately after I made that announcement, I began hearing from members in this chamber both 

Republican and Democrat urging me to reconsider that announcement. I began hearing from people all 

across this state that I have developed friendships with for the past 20-some years as I traveled around this 

state for 16 years as the Minority Leader. I began that at a time that we had 35 members. As David 

Williams told me once,  we were irrelevant with 35 members and I didn't disagree with him. But we kept 

fighting for year after year after year to become the majority.  

 

But I was getting messages of folks saying we have to have someone to stand up to the bullying and to the 

intimidation that's going on.  

Most all that contacted me knew that early this past fall I had stood up for teachers and state workers 

when the governor said that they ported sick days. I stood up and commented when he said that most 

people weren't sophisticated enough to understand the pension problem. 

 

I said at that time I was disappointed in his comments and he was wrong to make those comments. And I 

will say it again here today -- he's wrong to make those comments I knew that I could not officially resign 

until the first day of session. Weekend before the first day of session which would been in the New 



Year's holiday weekend I talked with several members on this floor. I talked with people across this state 

with business leaders and others.  I came to Frankfort last Monday New Year's Day and met with the 

majority leadership about moving forward. 

 

The one question I kept being asked was when will the legislative Ethics Commission meet? Why don't 

you wait until they meet and make a decision? My attorney was told there was an 85% chance that 

legislative Ethics would meet on Tuesday January the 9th. So I thought we could wait another week until 

that meeting because we were very confident about the outcome of both of those matters. 

 

I signed, Mr. Speaker at your request sir, a letter authorizing you to preside and continue to do that until 

further notice.  The last two and a half months have been extremely difficult for myself for my family. 

They’ve been difficult physically, emotionally, mentally, every way possible. And I want to thank those 

of you on this floor who reached out with your cards and your text messages your handwritten letters to 

offer encouragement and support. 

 

And let me be clear, let me be clear, I made a mistake I have admitted in front of 10 television cameras 

and 20 reporters or so and in front of my family that I sent inappropriate text messages. I did not do 

anything illegal.  I did not do anything that was unethical. I did not do anything that was unwelcome 

or unwanted and I did not engage in sexual harassment. 

 

I want to ask each of you a question. I won't ask each of you a question, well, everyone except the six or 

eight who have never ever made a mistake. But for everyone else I want to ask you a question: what's the 

most embarrassing thing that you have done in the past five years? What’s the worst thing you have done 

in the past five years?  What’s the one thing you're most ashamed of that you have done in the past five 

years?  

 

What is it? Maybe it's something that only you know about, or maybe, you and one other person. Or 

maybe you in a small group but, what's that one most embarrassing thing or something you're ashamed 

about? The worst thing you've done and as you think of that I want to ask you what if you woke up one 

morning and that one thing that you're sitting there thinking about was on the front page of every 

newspaper in this state; was on every television newscast in this state; was all over social media and the 

Internet, day after day after day?  

 

That continues then you have a governor who asserts himself into the situation and he begins saying 

untrue, false defamatory statements. He said we were sexually involved. He said that we were texting 

when this staffer was a teenager. Ladies and gentlemen I will tell you and I will tell this government those 

are lies from the deepest pits of hell.  

 

But how would you react? Would you be standing here today? Could you be standing here today? What 

effect would it have on you? What effect would it have on your spouse, and on your children? 

That one thing that you're embarrassed ashamed about?  What effect would it have on you? 

 

Let me tell you the effect it had on me, Mr. Speaker. I laid on my couch day, after day, after day in the 

fetal position. I got down on the floor when no one was at home, crying uncontrollably and screaming 

out to Almighty God to help me through this situation and to help my family and my daughters. I went 

into depression. I went into isolation. I didn't want to talk to anyone, see anyone. Folks came to 

my house and I wouldn't even meet with them. 

 

My wife goes to school each morning about 6:30. I would get up and say I'm gonna go to work today. I'm 

going to my law office. I'm gonna work. She would call me about 10 o'clock, checking on me and I was 



still laying there. Couldn’t move.  Couldn't even get up and take a shower to leave. I couldn't eat. I lost 33 

pounds in four weeks.  

 

My adult daughters called crying uncontrollably, sobbing because Danny boy --as he is mockingly and 

laughingly referred to by some of our staff – Danny Boy had posted yet another story based on his direct 

line with LRC staff.  And Mr. Speaker, if that staff person wants to stand in here and smirk as she is right 

now, that's fine with me. She’s your employee sir, but one of the headlines read quote “Jeff Hoover had 

sex with a staffer.”  That, ladies and gentlemen, as I said, is a lie. It’s a lie from hell, courtesy of some 

people in this building. 

 

And on top of all that, you start finding out the people who betrayed you, who lied to you, and you find 

out who your real friends are. To my friends and colleagues on this floor, I will tell you, that hurts. 

It hurts to the very core of your soul. It hurts in a way that I pray to God that not a one of you on this floor 

nor any member of your family or anyone you care about ever has to go through that. 

 

And then just four days ago, four days ago, Mr. Speaker, it was discovered through solid credible 

evidence that a former staff person in our office, a staffer that I trusted, a staffer that I have consulted with 

on occasion when he was going through difficult times, it was discovered that he plotted planned and 

schemed this entire situation. He orchestrated it out of maliciousness and hate toward Jeff Hoover. Why? 

Because he didn't get a position that he wanted when we became the majority. In fact he not only said 

quote that “he hated Jeff Hoover's guts”, he also bragged that quote “he and others”end of quote, with 

whom he was working in this situation would quote “soon be in control of the House Republican caucus” 

end of quote. 

 

I just learned this four days ago, Mr. Speaker, and make no mistake, it is clear there were accomplices. 

Some are in this capitol today and. Mr. Speaker, I promised to my family, I promised to this bod, and I 

promised to the people of Kentucky, that I will fight with everything I have for as long as it takes to 

expose all of those people that were involved, regardless of who they are or the position they hold.  

 

But with all the pain and hurt and disappointment, let me tell you about the blessing that this situation has 

been. My faith in Almighty God is stronger than it's ever been in my life. My Bible study and prayer time 

is stronger.  The relationship with my wife of 26 years and she will tell you our marriage is better and 

stronger than ever. It was a blessing to discover who your true friends are and I got a wake-up call on my 

health. 

 

I believe Mr. Speaker and ladies and gentlemen, that troubles and difficulties and hardships are 

sometimes divine appointments from God because sometimes, he needs to get our attention just as he did 

mine. I also believe you cannot experience the mountaintop, you cannot grow and mature spiritually 

unless and until you've walked through the valley and experienced some pain. And I was in that valley 

two and a half months ago. I stayed there for week, and to be totally honest with you, there are still days 

that I'm in that valley. But today, I know in my heart that God is in control and he has a plan for all of 

this, and I'm trusting him. 

 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the people of the 83rd district of Russell, Clinton, Cumberland, 

and Pulaski counties. Tthose are the people who know me best. Those are the people who know who I 

am. Those are the people who don't call me Jeff Hoover, or they don't call me Speaker, they call me 

“Bucket.”  That's a nickname since high school. Those are the people who overwhelmingly have 

supported me and encouraged me in the last couple of months. I have received over 500 text 

Messages, card,s and letters, and I cannot thank the folks enough. 

 Unlike others in this capitol, Mr. Speaker, I do what I say I will do. Mr. Speaker, I think a lot of 



things can be said about me in my 21 years of service but the one thing I believe I'm most proud of is I 

believe people know that I am honest and I'm a man of my word.  

 

Mr. Speaker, could I have a page to come back here please? Mr. Speaker, I'm going to ask the page to 

deliver you a letter dated January the 8th that says I hereby resign as Speaker of the House to become 

effective if accepted by the members of this body.  

 

I'm not resigning my position as state representative for my friends and constituents in the 83rd district 

and. Mr. Speaker, I want to make it clear I will be back here tomorrow to continue fighting for the people 

I represent, to continue fighting for the people of this commonwealth, and to continue fighting for this 

institution which is more important than any of us, and to continue fighting for legislative independence 

that I will tell you we are dangerously close to losing. 

 

I'll be back here tomorrow to hopefully begin the process of addressing the pension crisis. There's been no 

bill filed yet. The gentleman from Taylor, the gentleman from Warren, Edmonson, myself, and others 

have been working on a bill and we're probably going to file it tomorrow because no one else will. So 

there can't be any excuse that Jeff Hoover is a distraction to the legislative process as the gentleman 

from Jefferson wants to get on TV and talk about. 

 

I'll be back here tomorrow, Mr. Speaker, fighting for what I believe in. And, Mr. Speaker, finally in 

closing, in the gallery today is the most loving, caring, courageous, most forgiving person I've ever 

known and that is my beautiful wife of 26 years, Karen. And I would ask you all to make her welcome. 

[Applause] 

So, Mr. Speaker, I leave you in the leadership, and members of this body to consider my offer of 

resignation.  I ask you, Mr. Speaker, to excuse me from this chamber. Thank you. 

 

 

 


